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How many more social & affordable rent homes would London 

have now had each borough met their targets from 2005-17? 
  

Had all London boroughs hit their London Plan targets between 2005 and 2017 we 

would now have an additional 53,375 social and affordable rent homes.  This would 

have reduced the 163,000 home back-log of existing need1 by a third.  
 

 

 
1 2017 London Strategic Housing Market Assessment  
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How have we assessed the target for each borough? The boroughs’ total targets for 

2005 to 2017 are based on the target set for 35% of homes to be social rented from 

2005/06–2011/12 and a proportional percentage for each borough based on the 

London-wide numerical targets for social / affordable rent homes set from 2011/12. 

Source for delivery of social and affordable rent homes: We have used the annual 

monitoring reports of the London Plan.  These are probably the best available source 

of delivery across London, but are not entirely accurate.  A key issue relates to 

demolition of homes.  To assess net delivery, demolitions need to be taken into 

account. However, the Mayor’s office only takes these into account once new homes 

have been delivered, which can take years.  In respect of social and affordable rent 

homes, some boroughs have consistently recorded affordable rent homes as social 

rented.  

Which boroughs had the biggest shortfalls between 2005 and 2017?  Fourteen 

boroughs delivered less than half of their targets, the worst offenders being 

Wandsworth, Redbridge, Harrow and City of London (which, despite having by far one 

of the lowest targets, built out a measly 8% of it).  

Southwark, Wandsworth, Tower Hamlets and Islington produced the biggest numerical 

shortfalls in social and affordable rent delivery in this time, together accounting for 

more than a quarter of the capital’s overall shortfall.  
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