
Comparing data from 
around ten years past 

with data from 2019-22 
 

Including changes in:  

• London’s population (from the 2011 and 

2021census)  

• house prices  

• density 

• homeless households in temporary                         

accommodation  

• rough sleeping 

• poverty  

• indices of deprivation  

 



London’s population growth over the last 10 years (from census 2021) 
 

• London’s resident population grew from 8,173,941 in 2011 by 7.7% to 8,799,800. 

• That is slightly higher than the 6.7%  population growth in England and Wales, but lower 

than the east of England’s rate of 8.3% – the highest in the country by region. 

• The number of households in London grew by 158,000 (4.6%) since 2011. NB this does 

not take into account empty homes.  

• Tower Hamlets had the highest (22%) population         

increase in London since 2011. Tower Hamlets 

and Newham had also had the highest increases 

in population from 2001-11.  

• London’s population growth was concentrated on 

older ages. There were fewer 0-4 year and 20- 29 

year olds in London in 2021 than in 2011.   

• London’s population is however younger than the 

rest of the country. Economic migrants from over 

seas gives London its distinct age structure. The 

older population is comparatively much smaller 

in London as people migrate away from the       

capital as they begin to form families and then 

later again as they move into retirement.  

• In Tower Hamlets 47% of the population is in the 

20-39 age group.  

• Croydon has the largest population of 40-64 year 

olds (37% of the population. 

• Bromley has the oldest population of 65+ year 

olds. 

• Note that as the census was taken during a Covid-

19 lockdown the population will likely have            

increased afterwards. 

• The population of people born overseas is higher 

in London than elsewhere in the country - 40.6% - 

increased from 36.7% 10 years ago and compares 

with 16.8% up from 13.4% for the UK as a whole  

• The greatest growth in people born overseas     

tended to be in the city's outer areas, particularly 

to the east and west, where the population has 

had a historically higher proportion of British-

born residents. 
 

House price growth  
 

• Camden, Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster, and Hammersmith and Fulham saw the 

slowest growth at around 50%.  

• East and south-east London saw a far greater increase, with Hackney, Lewisham, and 

Barking and Dagenham seeing price differences of roughly 90% to 100%. 

• Waltham Forest, saw a whopping 118% increase in the ten-year period, going from the 

fifth-cheapest place to live in London to19th out of 33. 
 

Population density  
 

Population density in London in 2021 was 5,600 persons per km2 significantly higher than all 

Population increases 2011-21 % growth 

Tower Hamlets  22.1 
Barking and Dagenham 17.7 
City of London 16.6 
Newham 14 
Greenwich 13.6 
Hounslow 13.5 
Hillingdon 11.7 
Redbridge 11.2 
Havering 10.4 
Sutton 10.2 
Harrow 9.3 
Barnet 9.2 

Brent 9.2 
Lewisham 9 

Ealing 8.5 
Merton 7.8 
Waltham Forest  7.8 
Croydon 7.5 
Bexley 6.7 

Southwark  6.7 
Wandsworth  6.7 

Bromley 6.3 
Enfield 5.6 
Hackney 5.3 

Islington 5.1 
Kingston upon Thames  5 
Lambeth 4.8 

Richmond upon Thames  4.4 
Haringey 3.6 
Hammersmith & Fulham 0.4 
Camden -4.6 
Westminster  -6.9 
Kensington & Chelsea -9.6 

https://citymonitor.ai/community/where-did-england-s-counties-get-their-names-2816


other English regions and Metro Mayor areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The following data is from a variety of sources including Trust for London’s Poverty Profile 
 

Homelessness households living in temporary accommodation 

 

 

 

 
 

Rough Sleeping  

Poverty  

In June 2013 there were 41,270 homeless 

households living in London.  
In March 2022, there were 56,460          

households in temporary housing  (an        

increase of 15,190 since June 2013). 75,850 

children were living in those temporary 

homes in London as of March 2022. 

• In 2011 28% of people live in poverty in 

London  

 

 

 

• Child poverty in 2011 was at 38% and at 

the end of 1990’s 41% 

• Children in Newham, Tower Hamlets, 

Hackney, Islington and Westminster had 

the highest levels of child poverty, Tower 

Hamlets had the highest levels of child 

poverty at that time - 46.1%.    

 

• 62% of adults in poverty were in working 

families 

• 50% of single parents were living in       

poverty after housing costs. 

• In 2019/20 27% of people live in poverty 

in London compare to 22% in the UK. 

London has the highest levels of poverty 

of any region in England after housing 

costs, while being the forth lowest level of 

poverty before housing costs. 
 

• In 2020/21 37% of children in the capital 

were living in poverty. 

• The boroughs with the highest levels of 

child poverty are still Hackney, Islington,    

Newham, Tower Hamlets and             

Westminster.  

• 51% of children in Tower Hamlets live in 

poverty compared to 16% in Richmond 

and 10% in City of London. 

• 74% of adults in poverty were in working   

families. 

• 53% of single parents were living in       

poverty after housing costs. 

There were 557 rough sleepers in London 

autumn 2012 assessed by street counts and 

estimates.  

Between April 2022 and the end of Sept 

2022 5,712 people were seen sleeping 

rough in the capital  



• The most deprived areas within London in 2010, were concentrated to the north and 

east of the City, from Newham to Islington and from Tower Hamlets north to Enfield 

and Waltham Forest.  

• Over 26 per cent of London fell within the most deprived 20% of England.  

• Richmond upon Thames and the City of London were the only local authority areas in 

London with no LSOAs at all amongst the 20 per cent most deprived in England  

• While London included some of the least deprived LSOAs on the income deprivation 

domain, it also incorporated some of the most deprived LSOAs. On average, London 

LSOAs had the most income deprivation of any region.  

• Nearly one in three children and one in four people aged over 60 in London lived in a 

household in income deprivation.  

• Tower Hamlets has the highest proportion of its children and older people in income 

deprivation of any local authority in England. Islington, Hackney, Newham and Haringey 

and Tower Hamlets were the five English local authorities with the highest proportions 

of areas in the worst decile on both measures.  

• London was by far the most deprived region on the living environment deprivation      

domain. The most deprived parts of London according to the living environment         

deprivation domain remain concentrated in north, west and south inner London.  

 



• The number of neighbourhoods (LSOAs) in London among the most deprived 5% in          

England reduced from 112 to eight out of a total of 4,835 LSOAs in London and to 99 

from 290 LSOAs in the most deprived 10%.  We suggest that this is more about the 

movement of wealthier households into areas traditionally lower income areas -       

rather than any increased in income of lower-income households. 

• The areas with higher levels of deprivation overall across London still show the same          

familiar pattern of a crescent from the eastern side of Enfield down through Haringey 

and Hackney and across into Newham and Barking and Dagenham as in 2010. There 

are additional patches of higher relative deprivation around Brent/Kensington/

Westminster and further pockets, most notably in Ealing, across the inner south      

London boroughs and into Croydon. While the IMD reveals fewer areas of deprivation 

in Tower Hamlets and Newham and parts of Hackney again this is likely as a result of 

gentrification.  

• 11 of the 33 boroughs are in the top 50 for the average LSOA rank within each local 

authority in England, down from 13 in 2015. 

• Barking and Dagenham had the highest proportion of LSOAs in the most deprived 

quintile in England under the 2019. More than half of LSOAs in Tower Hamlets and 

Hackney were among the most deprived 20%. 

• Almost two thirds of LSOAs in Richmond-upon-Thames ranked in the least deprived 

quintile. 

 



Is poverty growing in Outer London?  
 

The following are some bullet points from the Smith Institute’s - The unspoken decline in outer 

London and why is poverty and inequality increasing in outer London?  
 

Outer London, comprising 20 boroughs, is home to over five million people. It has 

traditionally been viewed as a place of relative affluence with low levels of poverty.  
 

Rising poverty levels  

• 1.4 million people are living in poverty in outer London – 60% of London’s total.  

• However, the 2021census highlights that the inner London population is 3,404,300 

and the outer London population is: 5,395,500 (61%) 

• The number of people in poverty in inner London had risen (in 2019) by 180,000 over 

the last 15 years.  

• Whilst the proportion of people in poverty remains higher in inner London, the gap is 

converging, with rates narrowing from a 12-percentage point difference 15 years ago to 

seven percentage points in the latest dataset.  

• London’s low-income households are at the sharp end of the capital’s housing         

affordability crisis.  

• This is not solely about market prices but also due to the relative decline of social   

housing. As a consequence, the private rented sector (PRS) is now home to more       

people in poverty than social housing.  

• We question this - Trust for London’s data 2019/20 shows 950,000 social housing 
tenants in poverty with a 870,000 private renters.  

•  Over the last ten to fifteen years inner London’s housing has become relatively more 

expensive than outer London. Prior to 2006 housing in inner London was around 20% 

more expensive than outer London. Today it is over 30% more expensive.  

• This rise in housing costs, alongside welfare reforms, seems to have driven more low-

income people into renting privately in outer London. Housing Benefit claims in the PRS 

are up 17% in outer London but down 13% in inner London. The list of local authorities 

with the highest number of housing benefit claimants in the PRS is dominated by outer 

London boroughs.  

• Those in the PRS in outer London are most likely to be in overcrowded homes.  

• While inner London has seen considerable job growth, outer London has experienced a 

decline in job density rates (jobs per working-age population). The current job density 

rate is now below the UK average.  

• Whilst unemployment is often considered a problem concentrated in inner London, 

there has been convergence in the rates over recent years - so much so that there is 

now no discernible difference between employment and unemployment rates between 

inner and outer London.  

• Low pay is increasingly an outer London issue, with low pay rates a third higher in outer 

London than inner London. Ten years ago rates were similar.  

• Evidence suggests that local jobs matter for employment prospects, with low-income 

workers unlikely to commute to inner London.  

 

The Trust for London Maps showing indices of deprivation are perhaps clearer on            

differences or similarities over the time period on areas of wealth and poverty in London.  



2014 

2019 


