
Overcrowded families suffer as only 2,465 large (four-bed plus) family-sized 

social-rented homes were delivered in London from 2012-22  

According to the 2019/20 English Housing Survey, 17 per cent (more than 

137,000) of social-rented homes in London were overcrowded, compared to 

seven per cent in England as a whole. The 2021/22 headline report of the survey 

shows that across England this has increased to eight per cent. If a similar 

percentage increase occurred in London, it would mean 19 per cent of social-

rented homes being overcrowded.    

In efforts to gather evidence of the failures to address the need for family, 

particularly larger (four-bed plus) low-cost rented homes, London Tenants 

Federation has recently analysed data from the GLA’s residential completions 

dashboard on the delivery of low-cost rented homes by bedroom size, from 

2012 to 2022.   

A total of 21,997 (61 per cent) one and two-bed low-cost rented homes were 

delivered during this period, compared to 13,824 (39 per cent) of three- and 

four-bedroom plus homes. And just 2,465 four-bedroom plus homes were 

delivered - the lowest delivery being minus 16 in Southwark.  

The consequences of overcrowded homes are well-known – including poor 

health and wellbeing and, during the Covid-19 pandemic, higher levels of deaths. 

Elizabeth Wyatt, a spokesperson for Housing Action in Southwark and Lambeth 

said: “These statistics are hugely disappointing but not surprising to us. We know 

first-hand about the desperate shortage of family-sized council homes that 

Londoners need. Families in need of 3 bedrooms or more face the longest 

waiting times with councils warning that this can be over 10 years. 

“Larger families, families with disabled children who need extra space, and 

families caring for elderly and vulnerable relatives are trapped in intolerable, 

overcrowded housing as a result of the severe shortage. 

“Worryingly, there seems to be no awareness at any level of government for the 

urgent need for family-sized council homes. The tiny amount of social housing 

that is being built is 1 and 2-bed homes as these are cheaper to build. But for 

our communities to really thrive, we need family-sized homes so that everyone 

has the space they need.”  

Jacob Secker, LTF regional representative, highlights, “in 2010/11 when there 

were similar high levels of social-rented overcrowded homes, a London 

Assembly Housing Committee report looked into this issue. It highlighted that 

building one new 6-bedroom home for an overcrowded family, and moving 
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other overcrowded families into larger vacant homes created further down the 

‘chain’, could solve the overcrowding problems of 36 Londoners. 

“Why is this not being included in strategic Mayor of London policy?” 

Link here to LTF analysis of the delivery of social rented homes across London 

(in table form) of one, two, three and four plus low-cost rented homes. 

 

HASL photo - homeless families and families living in overcrowded housing - marching 

on Downing street last October with their demand for 3, 4, and 5-bed council homes.  
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